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Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc., Inc
Lucedale, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Caton

Transmitted herewith, on behalf of Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc., is an original and four
(4) copies of a" Counterproposal to a Petition to Amend the FM Table of Allotments."

Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc. requests FCC consideration of its request for an upgrade
for FM radio station WRBE, Lucedale, Mississippi. Presently, WRBE operates on channel 295-A.
Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc. seeks Commission authorization to operate as a "wide-area" FM
facility on channel 295-C3. This counterproposal would be mutually exclusive with a request by Mary
C. Glass for a new FM channel on 295-A at Stonewall, Mississippi on chanel 295A (Docket Number
95-78). Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc. will apply for the upgraded channel, if allotted, and if
awarded the construction permit, will promptly construct the facility

Should any questions arise regarding this matter, please communicate with the undersigned
directly.

Respectfully submitted,

,.(
By:) ';!/

Herman Kelly
Executive Vice Pr dent
Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc.
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In the Matter of:

Amendment of Section 73.202(b)
Table of Allotments
FM Broadcast Stations
Stonewall and Lucedale, Mississippi

MM Docket No. 95-78
RM No. 8619

TO: Chief, Allocations Branch DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

COUNTER PROPOSAL

Comes now, Allen Broadcasting Company Inc, pursuant Section 1.415 of the

Commission's Rules and Regulations (47 C.FR 1 415) with this counterproposal requesting

that the Table of Allotments in Section 73.202(b) of the Federal Communications

Commission's Rules and Regulations be amended to include a wide-area FM service at

Lucedale, Mississippi and that the license for its station. WRBE, be modified to specify

operation on channel 295-C3 in lieu of its presently licensed channel 295-A Allen

Broadcasting Company, Inc. seeks that the FM Table of Allotments be amended, as follows:

Location Present Proposed

Lucedale, Mississippi 295-A 295-C3
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Background Information

On June 9, 1995, The Federal Communications Commission released a Notice of

Proposed Rule Making ("NPRM") in response to a Petition for Rule Making submitted by

Mary C. Glass for a new FM station at Stonewall, Mississippi on channel 295-A The

proposed channel at Stonewall is mutually exclusive with the counterproposal offered herein

by Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc. The NPRM indicated that interested parties may file

Comments and/or Counterproposals on or before July 31. 1995 and Reply Comments no later

than August 15, 1995. Allen Broadcasting Company Inc believes that its counterproposal is

in the public interest and that it should be considered as a practical alternative to the request

of Ms. Glass.

Justification for Counterproposal

There are compelling, public interest justifications for granting this rule making, and in

support thereof, the following is shown:
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L PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

A. Wide Area FM Broadcast Service

The purpose of this request is to provide a much needed, wide-area FM broadcast

service to the community of Lucedale, Mississippi Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc,

proposes that the Commission amend the FM Table of Allotments to allot Channel 295-C3 to

Lucedale, Mississippi in lieu of presently authorized FM channel 295-A and that the license of

station WRBE be modified, accordingly, as that community's first wide-area FM broadcast

service ..

B. Efficient Utilization of FM Spectrum

Such an amendment of the FM Table of Allotments would further the Commission's goal of

providing a more efficient use of the FM Spectrum by providing a wide-area FM broadcast

service at Lucedale, Mississippi. The Amendment of Section 73.202(b) of the Commission's

rules to include upgraded Channel 295-C3 at Lucedale, Mississippi, would provide coverage

to a substantial area and population, At present, WRBE as a class A FM facility provides

service to approximately 20,735 persons in its coverage area of 2,003 square km. An

upgraded Class C-3 FM facility at Lucedale would provide service to approximately 133,448

persons and would more than double the area covered by the station's 60 dBu countour to
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4,775 square km. This represents a substantial improvement in service and area covered.

By contrast, a new FM facility at Stonewall would provide service to only 69,710 persons and

would cover a service area of only 2,504 square km Furthermore, Stonewall is merely a

suburb of Meridian, Mississippi, a tiny community which is already well-served by existing AM

and FM stations. Lucedale, by contrast, is a rural area which does not enjoy multiple outlets

of expression. An upgraded facility at Lucedale would provide a much needed, wide-area

outlet of diversity of expression

Obviously, a new FM broadcast service at Lucedale, Mississippi would be an efficient

utilization of scarce FM broadcast channel resources and would provide service to a large and

growing community. Certainly, the citizens of Lucedale and, additionally, those citizens in the

predicted 1 mV/m contour of the upgraded facility, would benefit from a wide-area FM service.

II. ENGINEERING CONSIDERATIONS

A. Substantial Area to Receive Additional Service

An engineering analysis was performed to determine the feasibility of upgrading radio

station WRBE-FM, Lucedale, Mississippi WRBE currently operates on channel 295-A with

an effective radiated power of 6,000 watts at a height above average terrain of 79 meters. It

was determined that WRBE-FM could operate as a class C-3 facility in lieu of channel 295-A.
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The reference co-ordinates for Lucedale are 30-58-45 north latitude and 88-22-35

west longitude. The reference site represents a site restriction of 21.3 kilometers northeast to

prevent a short-spaced condition with WXLS-FM, Gulfport Mississippi. The reference co-

ordinates are also short-spaced to WAVH at Bay Minette, Alabama. However, WAVH has

proposed (In Rule Making 8390) to change its community of license to Daphne, Alabama and

downgrade to class C-3 status The reference co-ordinates proposed herein exceed the

required milage separation of FCC Rule Section 73207 to channel 293-C3 at Daphne by over

18 kilometers.

The reference co-ordinates are short spaced to the proposed new channel at

Stonewall, Mississippi by 32 kilometers. The upgrade at Lucedale is mutually exclusive with

the proposed new channel at Stonewall.

The proposal herein was evaluated for compliance with FCC Rule Section 73.315

regarding minimum field strength over the principal community to be served. The 70 dBu

contour was calculated for each of the eight standard 45-degree spaced radials and the radial

through the principal community in conjunction with the F(50-50) metric curves of Figure 1 of

Section 73.3333 of the Commission's Rules
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All of Lucedale is encompassed by the predicted 70 dBu contour in compliance with the

Commission's Rules.

A comparison was made of the number of persons presently receiving 60 dBu service

from WRBE's presently licensed class A facility and that of a maximized Class C-3 facility

operating from the reference co-ordinates. WRBE-FM presently serves a population of

20,735 persons in an area of 2,003 square kilometers. The proposed Class C-3 facility would

serve a population of 133,448 persons in an area of 4775 square kilometers This represents

a 544 percent increase in population served and a 138 percent increase in area served.

III. PETITIONER'S INTENTION TO APPLY FOR CHANNEL 226A

If these proposed changes are implemented by the Commission, Allen Broadcasting

Company, Inc. intends, pursuant to the rules of the Commission, to file an application for a

construction permit for an upgraded facility, and if awarded the permit, to

promptly construct the facility Financially, the Petitioner is more than qualified to construct

and operate the facility sought
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IV. SUMMARY

No community will lose any present or proposed service as a result of a grant of this

"Petition for Rule Making" and, furthermore, a substantial new area of service will be added.

As indicated above, a grant of this "Petition" will provide a much needed wide-area FM

broadcast service to Lucedale, Mississippi. This "Petition" would, if granted, provide for an

efficient utilization of broadcast resources.

Therefore, in view of the foregoing facts, Allen Broadcasting Company, Inc. requests

that the FM Table of Allotments (Section 73.202(b)) be amended to allot FM Channel 295-C3

to Lucedale, Mississippi instead of the presently proposed request to add channel 295-A to

Stonewall, Mississippi.

Respectfully submitted

Herman Kelly, Execut' e Vice President
Allen Broadcasting Company Inc

WRBE-FM
Highway 198 West
Lucedale, Mississippi 39452

Dated: July 26, 1995



Certificate of Service

I, Herman Kelly, hereby state that I have sent, by first-class mail, postage prepaid, a

copy of this counterproposal to the following on this 27th day of July, 1995:

Mary C. Glass
PO Box 848
Stonewall, Mississippi 39363

He~~~----
July 27, 1995


